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Aving in our laft given the Reader a Scheme of part of 
the Defign of this Paper, and begun to Treat of the Pre- 
fent Greatnefs of the French Nation: ’Tis neceflary, to 

explain what I mean by the Greatnefs'of the French, to prove the 
Matter of Faé, and defcend a little to Particulars. 

The Condition the French were in formerly, will come in 
Courfe to be Treated of, in the Hiftorical part of this Paper, 
and I therefore purpofely omit it here, being refolv’d to avoid 
the Tautologies and Impertinences I reprove in other People. 

I thought it was needlefs to premife, that a true Map of the 
French Greatnefs, rightly confidered, is far from the Appear- 
ance of a defign to Magnifie our Enemies, and Leffen or Difcou- 
rage our Friends. . 
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 They-will make 
of the French Greatnel! 
double their Endeavours. T 
But I have no where pretended, and indee © Thor 
French were invincible. = <n 

Nor are the Forces of the French really Superiour to the Con- 
federacy ; no, not tho’ you take the French in Conjun@ion 
with their prefent Alliances. | ; oe 

But the Advantage the French have over the reft of Europe, — 
confifts in an Article, which I wifh the Confederate Princes 
would take into Serious Confideration. Iam not fetting up 
to Ditate to my Superiours, nor I believe will any-body think 
me Impertinent, in faying, the French out-dousallin the fol- 


lowing Particulars, : 
¥. In the Unanimity and Policy of their Councils, a 
! Il. In the ExaCtnefs and Punétual Execution of their Orders. = 
e Ji. In the Swiftnefs of their Motian. aoe 
E 1V. In the Fidelity of their Officers. = 2 oS 


I might be excus’d from enlarging on thefe Particulars, and 
refer the Reader to our General Unhappy Experience in the 
Paft and Prefent Age. 

The Proverb, That all theFrench Fools are dead, begins to 
grow old ; ’tis fo many Years fince the Policy of their Go- 
vernment has been fo remarkable, as-has given Europe juft 
Apprehenfions of their Power, 

To go back for this,we need fearch no farther than the Reiga 
of Henry 1V. who having Subdued the Catholick League, beat- 
en the Spaniards out of France, re-taken Amiens, and concluded 
the Peace of Vervins, [Things we fhall have an occafion tagive par= ‘ 
ticular Account of, in the procefs of thefe. Paper:.] his Reign ‘as a . 
truly ViGorious Prince, may be Dated from that Time. — | 

As every thing proceeded Profperoufly with him, he had 
both Leifure and Encouragement to Alter, Settle and Study. 
the Amendment of his Civil Government; and as he had a. 
Genius for Government beyond all the Princes that ever weat 
before him, he laid the Foundation of thePrefent Oeconomy, he: 
began that Encroachment on the Nobility and Privileges of 
the French Nation, which has by the Policy of Succeeding Prin- 


ces: 
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Fee | _ ene aes 0 Oh gy ee ae iat 
d on, and by Accomplith'd Management of the 
ng, been brought to an Abfolute Conquett. 
IV. had not only brought his Civil Government toa 
Management, Agreeable to his own Method, but being 


ne a moft Afpiring Temper, and Particulatly qualified both 
_ for the Contriving as well as Executing Valt and Inimitable 
_ Defigns ;he found in his Thoeghts the Scheme of an Univerfal 
Monarchy, and brought himfelf to fuch a Mafterfhip of his 
 Prodigious Defigns, as that he firmly refolv’d to put them in 
Execution, and was often heard to fay, He did not Queftion, if . 
he liv’d 20 Years, but he would be King of all the World, 
that "twas worth his while to Conquer. : 

To this End, being in full Peace, and Commanding a Rich, 
Plentiful and Populous Nation; he began to Amafs to him- 
felf Prodigious Treafures, and to lay up incredible Magazines 
of Warlike Stores; and was intending to take a vaft Army 
of Swifs, Scots, and German Soldiers into his Pay. 

I have feen feveral Draughts of his Prodigious Defigns; but 
whether they have good Authority or not, I cannot determine : 
But the moft Probable, was this which follows, as feeming to 
me moft fuitable to the Majefty of his Mind, and the vaft Ge- 
nius he was Mafter of. 

He defign’d to have 400000 Men in Arms, all Veterane 
Troops, which he had divided in this Manner; with two 
Armies, soc00 Men each, he defign’d to Attack Spain, one by 
Navarr, and the other from the fide of Languedoc, and pro- 
pos’d in one Summer to Penetrate into the Center of the King- 
: dom; hedefign’d with 70000 Men to difpoflefs the Spaniards in 
___ SItaly; he had form’d two large Armies to Attack the Low- 
i Countries; and with 1coc00 Men he refolv’d in Perfon to fall 


upon the Emperor: Nay, fo certainly had he propos’d thefe 
once fe to himfelf, that he had contriv’d after the Hovfe of 


F Anftria, that is, the Spaniard and German Empire was Subdu’d, 
in what manner, and with what Forces to fal] upon the Turks, 
: whom he queftion’d not in two Campaigns to drive out of Ex. 


Yepe, and burn Conftantinople about their Ears. 

ein the middle a cicle ra Defigns, and the very Spring, be- 
fore, he had refolv’d to begin with the Spaniard, he was Alfafli- 
. nated in his Coach, and ftabb’d with a Dagger by Ravillsac, and 
; died without {peaking one word ; of all which we fhall give a 


more fuccin@ Account in the Procefs of this Paper. 
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Tt is obfervab 
ver had any Delign 
his Gratitude to the 


practicable for him, 
ther had himfelf, nor wast 
time to furnifh him. | | 

Ambitious Princes have here an Extraordinary Leflon, and 
may inftrué themfelves in the DoGrines of Moderation. 
Very juft Reflections might alfo be made here of the Vanity of 
Human Contrivance, and the frequent Occafions in which Pro- 
vidence thinks fit to fhow its Sovereigaty over the Actions of 


en. , 
But thefe are Speculations more poper for the Pen of the 

. Learned, and not atall concerno’d in the prefent Defign. 
From the Meafures and Government of this Great Prince 
began the extraordinary Condu& of the French Affairs. 
In the Reign of his Son, they were perfued by the moft ex- 
quifite Mafter of Politicks , Cardinal Rechliew , whofe Life 
and Management may hereafter take up aconfiderable part of - 
thefe Papers. This great Minifter made the Reiga of a weak 
Prince exceedingly glorious, Ever fince the Death of Hen. 1V. 
the French Affairs have been under the moft exa& Condoé& in 
the Hands of the moft refined Statef-men in the World; toge- 
ther with two Queens of moft admirable Management, Wo- 
men of uncommon Spirits as to Government, and moft incom- ~ 
parable Politicks. Among thefe Scatef-men are reckon’d the 
Cardinals Richliew and Macxarine, Moneur Colvert, Lovois, Pon- 
chartrain, &c. 

Thefe are the Steps of Policy, by which the French has rifen 
to that Prodigy which now the whole World wonders at. The 
Methods of their Military Greatnefs I yet reierve, as a Subje& 
which will come too often in our way. 

But {cannot pafs over thefe Objervations, without taking a 
View of the prefent Pofture of the French Affiirs, as an Effect 
of their moft exact Management; aad this [ fhall confine to two 
Particulars. 


'. The Management of the lat Campaiga. 
1, The Profpe& of the nexs. 
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, the Management of the laitCampaiga thed lies feemd to 
je Advantage of the French,during Be yeas part of the 


Summer. The French and Bavarians were kept at Bay, by Prince 

«Lewis of Baden, till the Beginning of ied a oe *pledtor of | 
Bavaria had made a fruitlefs Attempt upon Tirol, and the Duke 

_ de Vendofme the like upon Trent, and both return‘d with Blows 
and Difhonour. Prince Lewis of Baden had circumvented the 
French in a moft prodigious March of 200 Miles, and got into 
Augsturgh before them. The Duke of Marlborough carried all 
before him in Flanders. 

But now, obferve the Policy of our Petty State[men: We 
rallied and banter’d Prince Zemis, and our Dialoguers made 
themfelves merry with his Gouty Toes; fome would be witty 
upon the Subject, and tell us his whole Army had got the 
Gont ; and that lying ia a Place, and doing nothing, was his par- 
ticular Talent and his way of making War. 

Bou: had that Politick General maintaio’d his Camp, and not 
feparated his Army, tho” he had done nothing to this Hour, he 
had preventcd the Misfortunes which follow’d; the French 
joining al] their Forces with a Secrefie and Celerity, peculiar 
to that Nation, fall upon Count Stirum, and give him a Total 
Defeat. 

Our News-Papers are immediately fill’d with the Gallantry 
of the Germans, and how brave a Retreat they made, how 
many Frenchmen they kill’d ; but fuppofe it all true, and more, 
the French got the Victory, and they never trouble themfelves 
with what it coft them, ’tis the Effects of a Victory they aim at. 
Then our Newf-mongers tell. us of Count Stirum receiving a 
new Train of Artillery, new Baggage and Stores, and every 
day he was to march again, and attack the French: Woe be to 
the French, if twas as eafie to beat them‘as our Newf-writers 
make it; but the Fruits of this Victory are plain, Count Stirum 
hasnever ftruck a Stroke, fince Prince Lewis has been forc’d to 
abandon Augsturg, and leave them to the mercy of the exafpe- 
rated Enemy. And the next News we hear, the Imperial 
Army is put into Wiater Quarters; the Generals fall out, and 
the Pricce gone home to vilit his Lady. : 

The Germans having thus ended the Campaign; now was 
the time for the French to begin. Brifac, one of the moft invia- 
cible Towns in Evrope, fell into their Hands in t1 days, which 
once before held out againft an Army of 50000 Men, oa 
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: Duke Bernh, tr of > 


feize Augsburgh, the . 


within 40 Leagues of h 


to relieve it. Mb ee E +a 

The Ravages made, the Towns taken, the Vidtories won, at : 
the End of a Campaign; what Boaft among Men, whac 
Thankfgivings toGod, what Triumphs, what Holidays fhould = 
we have had for them, and how many Campaigns muft wefup- 
pofe to have time to recover in. Pes. 

Thefe are French Managements, thefe are the EffeQtsof ex- 
a& Conduét, and vigorous Execution of unanimousCouncils. = 

The extraordinary Conduét of the French as to managing the 
Courts of Princes, bringing them over to their Intereft, and 
-bringing them off from their own, deferves no fmall Remark 
in thefe Papers: And tho’ I defign to come to a larger and more 
exaét Account of thefe matters in the farther Profecution of 
this Delign , yet 1 cannot omit that there are fome of the greate 
eft Mafter- pieces of Management vifible in the Affairs of France 
that can inany Age be parailel’d. 

’Tis fometimes to be hop’d for to open Princes Eyes, and 
bring them toan Underftanding of their true Intereft, and this 
is a work proves oftentimes difficult enough, and we value our 
felves very much uponit. 

But how many times have we found the French prevail upon 
Princes to forfake their Friends, the Intereft of their Goverg- 
ments, and their own apparent Advantages, to efpuufe his In- 
tereft? This muft be by a Finenefs of Management peculiar to 
iba basse and no Nation in the World can fhew fuch Inftan- 
as they. 

They have brought Men, efpecially Princes, to forfake their 
Honour, their Gratitude, their Subjets, and their own Inte- 
refts, for theirs. 


The Examples I purpofe to bring upen the Stage in thi 
Cafe, are fuch as thefe. eu Ge in this 
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in his Cap of making his Daughters Queens, one 
he is willing to defert already, to make fatisfaction 
) fatal a miftake, and this was all-he got, and of which he 
-Tepents: for doubtlefs all the lofs he obtain’d by the 
caty with the French, he had had-by the Peace-of Ry/ivick 
_ much more. . 


; f°: The Elector of Cologne, the Duke of Bavaria, and the Duke 
of Mantua, are other Initances, and perhaps we may find fome 
at home; all which J refer to the farther profecution of thefe 


apers. 
We fhall refer the Profpe& of the next Campaign to another 


- time; and we defire the Reader to adjourn their Cenfure of 
this way of extolling the French, till they fee the Infereaces 


we: fhalldraw, and the Conclufions we fhall defire themito 
make from the whole; and then, if they,find Caufe, they are 
welcome. 


Mercure Scandale : 
O R, 
Apvice from the Scandalous Cuve. 


Tranflated out of French. 


HIS Society is a Corporation long fince eftablifhed in Pa- 
ris, and we cannot compleat our Advices from France, 
without entertaining the World with every thing we meet with 
from that Couatry. 7 
And, tho’ Correfponding with the Queeu’s Enemies 13 pro- 
hibited ; yet fince the Matter will be fo honeft, as only to tell 
the World of what every body will own to be fcandalous, we 
reckon we fhall be welcome. This 


r and his Confederates, and to facrifice his 
“his In: ereft, to the French; "for which he received 
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aét with caution enough, not to fall under their Hands; for... 
they refolve to treat Vice, and Villanous AGtions, with the = 
| utmoft Severity. paca? inom 
: = The Firft confiderable Matter that came before this Society, 
Fs was about Bartholomew Fair; but the Debates being long, they “a 
were at laft adjourned to the next. Fair, when we fuppofe it = 
will be decided ; fo being not willing to trouble the World 
with any thing twice over, we refer that to next August. > 
On the 1oth of September laft, there was a long Hearing, bee 
fore the Club, of a Fellow that faid he had kill’d the Duke of x 
Bavaria. Now, as David punifh’d the Man that faid he had kil? 
King Saul, whether it was fo or no, ’twas thought this Fel- 
low ought to be delivered up to Juftice, tho’ the Duke of 
Bavaria was alive. . 
Upon the whole, *twas voted a fcandalous Thing, That 
Newf-Writers fhou’d kill Kings and Princes, and bring them 
to life again at pleafure,; and to make an Example of this 
Fellow, he was difmifs’d, upon Condition he fhould go to 
the Queen’s-bench once a Day, and bear Fi:/ler, his Brother of 
tie Faculty, Company two Hours for fourteen Days together s 
which cruel Punifhment was executed with the utmoft Se- 
verity. 
The Club has had a great deal of trouble about the Newf- 
Writers, who have been continually brought before them for 
their ridiculous Stories, and impofing upon Mankind; and 
tho’ the Proceedings have been pretty tedious, we muft give 
you the troutle of afew of them in our next. 


a 
4 


Printed for the Bookfellers of London and 
Weftminfter. 1704. 


